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Educational theatre is uniquely exciting. It is constantly growing and 
changing. It can take risks that are not possible for other types of theatres. 
And it can bring together resources undreamed of in other theatrical 
contexts. 
Educational theatre here at the University of Hawai'i is itself unique 
among educational theatres nationwide and indeed, internationally. Our 
curriculum and production season are built upon four remarkably strong 
and mutually supportive programs: Youth Theatre, Western Theatre, Asian 
Theatre, and Dance. Our international reputation is such that 25% of our 
graduate students come from Asian and European countries to participate 
in and earn degrees from these programs. During this 1997-98 Kennedy 
Theatre season, our audiences are invited to share with us the fruits of 
intensive training and creative experimentation in four major productions, 
each the culmination of our most recent work in one of these program 
areas. 
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The Youth Theatre Program here Is rated as one of the top ten in the 
United States by the American Alliance For Theatre and Youth Educators. 
Students in the program are given experience in Theatre, Dance, and 
Puppetry with and for children, creating a unique 
blend of educational and professional learning 
venues. Of particular note is the production 
program, which frequently promotes and work-
shops new plays by local and national playwrights. 
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Bye Bye, Hana Buttah Days, originally written and performed by 
Youth Theatre students in 1990, marked the beginning of a significant 
chapter in the history of Kennedy Theatre productions. Over the past 
seven years, we have premrered many local-style pidgin musicals 
which have evolved into a 
new genre of theatre 
specifically for Hawai'i 
audiences. 
Most of the UH 
students who wrote the 
original script and played 
the characters have gone 
to careers in theatre. Many 
have remained in Hawai'i contributing to the education of young 
people in the Arts R. Kevin Dayle is a teacher at the Mid-Pacific 
Institute Pertormrng Arts School; Reiko Ho is a theatre teacher with 
the Alliance for Drama Education; Natalie McKinney and Neil 
Furukawa are performers with 'Ohi'a Production's Educational Road 
Shows, while James White is a youth minister. Of the remaining 
original cast, lisa Omoto is a costumer for the Honolulu Theatre for 
Youth; Alfie Huebler is the technical director for the Ala Moana Center 
Stage Shows; Eddy Godoy does local and national radio and television 
commercials; Bert Narimasu serves on the board of Kumu Kahua 
Theatre; and Lisa Matsumoto is the author of the Once Upon One 
Time Trilogy. Chad Tamashiro and Robert Ito are working in Los 
Angeles in professiOnal stage and television. I would like to thank 
them all for their contributions to the success of the original produc-
tion seven years ago and to welcome the second generation of writers 
and performers who have helped revise and update the script you are 
seeing today. 
And to you, our audience, Welcome! Whether you are a young 
adult, an adult with young teenagers, or an older adult with a young 
heart, we believe you will find something in the play that brings 
laughter to your life. 
Aloha, 
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